MINNESOTA FOOD ASSOCIATION 
GARDEN FARMERS AGREEMENT 2013
THE PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT, made the ______ day of __________, 2013 is between the Minnesota Food Association (MFA) a Minnesota Non-Profit Organization with office at 14220-B Ostlund Trail North, Marine on St. Croix, MN. 55047 (Tel: 651 – 433 – 3676) AND …
(Name of Organization representing the Garden Farmer Group) __________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
(Plot Code)  East Field Hmong Village area
(Program Director responsible) __________________________________________________

(Address)_______________________________________________________________________

(Phone)___________________________ (Email)________________________________________
(Name) and (Tel#) of Group Coordinator who coordinates and/or accompanies the gardeners to the field:

_____________________________________________________________________________

The Garden Farmer Group Agrees To:

1. Pay a seasonal growing agreement cost at the rate of $250/acre within 30 days of signing this agreement.
2. Pay the additional water usage fee of $150 for the season within 30 days of signing this agreement.

3. Provide all their own equipment including hoses, fencing, tools, seeds, transplants, and compost or soil additives.  

4. Provide their own transportation to and from the garden site. 
5. Park only in designated spots on the farmland,
6. Commit to teamwork and cooperation with gardeners in other programs in order to function in a community setting.
7. Respect the production of other gardeners by harvesting only from your assigned plot and keeping their garden operations from interfering or overflowing to other garden plots.
8. Allow only family members or workers on site that are sufficient age to understand the inherent risk of farming operations and have sufficient skills to provide assistance to the farming operation. If children are present, their parents take responsibility for their safety and appropriate behavior.
9. No hunting, fishing, cutting of trees or any damage to the surrounding environment, or consuming of alcoholic beverages. 
10. Keep the area around the gardening site clean, including picking up all trash from around the buildings and parking area and removing from the site on a daily basis. 
11. Keep the garden plots free from trash, and at the end of the season or before October 31, will pull up and remove all stakes and non- plant material (such as trash, string, wire, cloth, etc.) from the fields.
12. No open fires and no burning of trash. Gardeners may cook in a contained charcoal grill in the designated area.  
13. Release the MFA and its associates from any claims that may arise out of the participation in the program or the use of land for production, including personal injury and damage or loss of equipment, or crops. Provide MFA a Certificate of Liability insurance statement that indicates MFA as an additional insured. 
14. Maintain a safe and attractive gardening and farming work site. Permanent shelters may not be erected.
15. Follow the conditions outlined in the Lease Agreement between MFA and Wilder to the best of their knowledge and as specifically outlined in the summary of conditions attached to this agreement. (attached Summary)
16. Provide a written general schedule of use for the season to MFA, including planned days of the week at the gardens; arrival time / departure time estimates; any foreseen other group gatherings. 
Minnesota Food Association Agrees To:

1. Provide land as available for the gardeners to grow vegetable crops.

2. Allocate the amount of land stated below to the group based on the size of the group of gardeners, their capability, skill level and experience, purpose for gardening and availability of land.
3. Provide necessary basic tillage in the spring and fall.  This tillage will be complete at a date agreed to, based on the weather conditions and availability of staff and equipment. 
4. Provide access to the low capacity well water, to be shared by other gardening groups. (see amendment to this agreement) 

Other Terms:
1. The risks of farming on the plots is assumed by the garden farmers and their group, including animal predation (deer, raccoons, etc.), drought, wind, extreme weather in general, water availability / well capacity, and other.

2. MFA does not provide fencing. Fencing may be erected and maintained by the garden farmers at their own expense, and must be of temporary nature.

3. Within this agreement, MFA does not provide technical production or any marketing assistance for the garden farming project.

4. Any proposed or potential improvements being considered at the Gardens need MFA approval ahead of time. For example, we are not allowed the inside use of the Hmong Village buildings. We could consider a temporary shed structure in which to store gear during the season. 
Terms and Termination:

Beginning Date:  May 1, 2013


Ending Date:  October 31, 2013
This agreement may be terminated by the Gardening Group or MFA at any time with written or oral notice.  There is no obligation by either party upon termination by either party.
This agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties; except only that this agreement also includes an attachment related to use of the water pump and a summary of terms within the overall Wilder/MFA Lease Agreement. No other oral or written agreement exists. The agreement can only be modified by written notification that is signed and dated by both parties. Any written modification shall be an addendum to this agreement. The Wilder /MFA Lease Agreement takes precedence in cases of questions or conflicts of interest.
Plot Size Leased from Minnesota Food Association:

· ___2.4__ acres at $250 per acre.  Total acreage = $600.00   
· Water fee = $300 x 50%. Total = $150

· Total Fee = $750   



[Cash ____ or Check _____(# __________ )] 

Signatures:

1 - For Minnesota Food Association: Name: Glen Hill
Signature:  _____________________________________

   Date ____________


2 - For the Gardening Group: 
Organization: ________________________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________________
Signature:  ___________________________________________________ Date _______


Water Use Addendum for the 2013 Season attached below:
The Garden Groups will have access to use the one water spigot that is closest to the fields; the one that we have used in previous years. MFA has arranged the right to use this spigot with Wilder Foundation at the rate of $50 month for the period of May 1 – Oct 31, 2013.
MFA requests the Garden Group to pay an additional $150 within 30 days of signing this lease agreement. We will pay for water monthly, so if we do not use water at the end of the season we can also save a month or so and will reimburse the Garden Group.

The water pump for this spigot is located in the basement of the Mackey House. Please use the water efficiently and turn off the water when not in use. MFA wants to be considerate to the resident and understands the potential noise in the house from running the pump and the possible lowered water pressure in the house during pumping periods.  

There are 2 gardening groups using the spigot – Wilder Foundation and Wingspan Life Resources. The 2 groups agree to work out a cooperative daily/weekly water usage schedule with each other and MFA. The 2 groups agree to share the water and water usage. While the 2 groups can use all the water they need during the days they are gardening, they also agree to use the water frugally and efficiently. The last group to leave the garden on any given day is responsible for making sure the water spigot is turned off.
LEASE CONDITIONS

Minnesota Food Association leases these premises (farmland, farm buildings and equipment, farm house) from the Wilder Foundation under conditions set forth in a Lease Agreement, with other certain conditions set forth in a Conditional Use Permit with the May Township. All those associated with MFA and coming to the Wilder Forest because of MFA (farmers, visitors, etc.) are expected to respect and follow the conditions of this lease to the best of their knowledge. Below are some key rules that will help us to be in compliance with the Lease.

1. No overnight camping

2. No open fires

3. Cooking only in designated areas. No cooking in the fields

4. Do not litter. Pick up all trash all the time and pack it out with you.

5. No cutting of any trees, branches or shrubs

6. No hunting or fishing

7. No permanent constructions

8. Stay only on the common road to and from the farm in Wilder Forest. Stay only on the premises that MFA leases. Do not go into other areas of Wilder Forest.

9. With groups or gatherings of 15 or more people, or 5 or more cars in one party, please inform MFA seven (7) days ahead of time.

10. No use of hazardous waste or chemicals.

11. Please inform MFA beforehand if you plan to use gasoline or diesel fuel on or around the fields.

If you have questions, please ask any MFA staff person.

Glen Hill, Executive Director

Minnesota Food Association

April 5, 2013
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